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§6302.12 When do I need an authoriza-
tion and to pay a fee to use a wil-
derness area?

(a) In general, you do not need an au-
thorization to use wilderness areas.

(b) BLM may require an authoriza-
tion and charge fees for some uses of
wilderness areas. You must obtain au-
thorization from BLM and pay fees to
use a wilderness area when required by:

(1) The regulations in this part (see
§6302.15 on collecting natural resource
materials, §6302.16 on gathering sci-
entific information, and subpart 6305
on access to inholdings and valid occu-
pancies);

(2) Regulations in this chapter II—
Bureau of Land Management, Depart-
ment of the Interior—governing the
specific activities in which you are en-
gaged;

(3) The management plan for the wil-
derness area; or

(4) A BLM closure or restriction
under §6302.19 of this part.

(c) To determine whether you need
an authorization under paragraph (b)(2)
of this section, you should refer to the
applicable BLM regulations for your
particular activity.

§6302.13 Where do I obtain an author-
ization to use a wilderness area?

You may request an authorization to
use a wilderness area from the BLM
field office with jurisdiction over the
wilderness area you want to use.

§6302.14 What authorization do I need
to climb in BLM wilderness?

(a) You do not need a permit or other
authorization to climb in BLM wilder-
ness.

(b) [Reserved]

(¢) You must not use power drills for
climbing. See §6302.20(d).

§6302.15 When and how may I collect
or disturb natural resources such
as rocks and plants in wilderness
areas?

(a) You may remove or disturb nat-
ural resources for non-commercial pur-
poses in wilderness areas, including
prospecting, provided—

(1) You do it in a manner that pre-
serves the wilderness environment,
using no more than non-motorized

§6302.18

hand tools and causing minimal sur-
face disturbance; and

(2)(Q) Your proposed activity con-
forms to the applicable management
plan; or

(ii) You have a BLM authorization if
one is required by statute or regula-
tion.

(b) Where BLM allows campfires in a
wilderness, you may gather a reason-
able amount of wood for use in your
campfire.

§6302.16 When and how may I gather
scientific information about re-
sources in BLM wilderness?

(a) You may conduct research, in-
cluding gathering information and col-
lecting natural or cultural resources in
wilderness areas, using methods that
may cause greater impacts on the wil-
derness environment than allowed
under §6302.15(a), if—

(1) Similar research opportunities are
not reasonably available outside wil-
derness;

(2) You carry out your proposed ac-
tivity in a manner compatible with the
preservation of the wilderness environ-
ment and conforming to the applicable
management plan;

(3) Any ground disturbance or re-
moval of material is the minimum nec-
essary for the scientific purposes of the
research; and

(4) You have an authorization from
BLM.

(b) You must reclaim disturbed areas,
and BLM may require you to post a
bond.

§6302.17 When may I use a wheelchair
in BLM wilderness?

If you have a disability that requires
the use of a wheelchair, you may use a
wheelchair in a wilderness. Consistent
with the Wilderness Act and the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 12207), BLM is not required to
facilitate such use by building any fa-
cilities or modifying any conditions of
lands within a wilderness area.

§6302.18 How may American Indians
use wilderness areas for traditional
religious purposes?

In accordance with the American In-
dian Religious Freedom Act (42 U.S.C.
1996), American Indians may use wil-
derness areas for traditional religious
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